
 

What is Woodland Management? 

Woodland management is the active 
shaping and directing of your woodland 
to keep it healthy, productive and resil-
ient.  “Letting nature take its course” 
on your woodland is a decision that im-
pacts the forest landscape.  Current 
forces —including suppression of natu-
ral wildfire, changes in wildlife popula-
tions and forest size, changing climate 
patterns, and invasive insects, disease, 
and plants — have already disrupted 
nature’s course.  So taking no action 
against these forces may result in less 
healthy and diverse forests than nature 
would have produced hundreds of years 
ago.—Preparing a Woodland Steward-
ship Plan. 2009 

The Crow Wing SWCD is here        
to assist you: 

 Woodland Stewardship Plans 
 Woodland Improvement Projects  
 Shoreline Restoration/

Enhancements 
 Storm-water Control Plans 
 Wildlife Habitat Projects 
 

Crow Wing SWCD         
Services Provided 

 Storm water Landscaping/
Design 

Install rain gardens, berms,    
shoreline buffers and shoreline 
stabilization projects. 

 Habitat Restoration 

Planting with pollinators, natives 
and having birds and other          
animals in mind. 

 Annual Tree and Plant 
Sale 

Native bare-root trees, plants and 
seeds for sale. (January &         
February) 

 Easement and Education 

Protection of native land and   
habitat. 

 Wetland Assistance 

Forestry Management 
Practices To Improve 
Quality of your Land 

CONTACT 
Darren Mayers 
Crow Wing SWCD 
322 Laurel St. Suite 22 
Brainerd, MN 56401 
(218) 828-6197 
http://crowwingswcd.org 



WATER 

Aquatic Habitat Management 
and Maintenance 

 Put in a shoreline buffers to 
help minimize soil erosion and 
to filter storm 
water. 

 Plant native 
vegetation to help 
make the shoreline soils more 
stable.  Native plant root 
systems are the best natural soil 
anchors on earth. 

 Planting aquatic native 
shoreline  plants helps creates 
suitable environments for fish 
such as bass, northern, perch, 
walleye and other favored fish 
of Minnesota. 

 Plant trees and 
shrubs within 
watersheds to 
filter water and stabilize soils. 

LAND 

Managing Woods for            
Recreational Purposes 

 

 Cut paths through your 
wood to get a better idea of 
the land you own. 

 Create your 
own forest  
habitats by 
planting na-
tive trees, 
shrubs and 
grasses. 

 Pull or get rid of undesira-
ble species such as buck-
thorn to make a more aes-
thetically pleasing woods. 

 Cut down old dead trees to 
help stimulate growth for 
other trees 
and plants. 

 Cut up fallen 
trees for fire 
wood. 

 Thin out dead 
or undesirable trees. 

WILDLIFE 

Wildlife Habitat Management  

 Plant Native and desirable 
plants such as oaks and 
pines for deer and other 
animals to 
feed on. 

 Leave old 
dead trees so 
wildlife such 
as raccoons, pine martins 
or some bird species have 
somewhere to borrow and 
live in. 

 Seed wildlife openings and 
trails to provide forage for 
turkeys and deer. 

 Cut down 
and leave 
conifers to 
provide 
cover and protection from 
predators and winter. 


